
Boy Scouts of America 
MERIT BADGE COUNSELOR INFORMATION 

(Please type or print legibly.)

Name* _____________________________________ Primary phone* _______________________  Home  Cell  Work

Address* ___________________________________  Other phone _________________________  Home  Cell  Work

City/state/zip* ________________________________  Other phone _________________________  Home  Cell  Work

Email address* ____________________________________________      I do not have email. Age ________

District _______________________________  Unit:  Troop  Team  Crew  Ship No. _____ BSA ID ___________

 I am not affiliated with a district.  I am not affiliated with a unit.

*Required field. Primary phone and email address indicate how Scouts should contact you.

To qualify as a merit badge counselor, you must

badge subjects covered and hold any required qualifications 
and training as outlined in the Guide to Safe Scouting or the 
Guide to Advancement—or use others so qualified.

As a merit badge counselor, I agree to

standards are fair and uniform for all Scouts.

 
instructional sessions. 

 
badge counselor.

Merit Badges
For more than eight merit badges, 

attach additional sheets.

Add (A) 
Drop (D)

For each merit badge, list qualification(s) that support your request. 
Qualifications could include college degrees, formal training certificates, 

positions held, and specific life experiences.

 

3.

5.

6.

7.

A = Adding a new merit badge that you will counsel to the roster. D = Removing your name from the roster for this merit badge.

Complete the following:
 

  This is an update to an existing list of merit badge subjects. 
   I no longer wish to serve as a merit badge counselor.

 ____________________
(Attach copy of the current certificate.)

I agree to work with:
 All Scouts
 All Scouts in these districts: _________________________________

 _____________________________________________
Counselors are encouraged to be available to work with any Scout in any unit.

 I plan to serve as a merit badge counselor for this event or outside organization: ______________________________________

Signature _________________________________________________________________ Date ___________________________

Council Approval:

______________________________

Position _________________________________

Date ____________________________________



INSTRUCTIONS FOR MERIT BADGE COUNSELORS

What’s It All About?
The merit badge counselor is a key player in the Boy Scout advancement program. Whatever your area of expertise or interest—

Learning to Be a Merit Badge Counselor
All merit badge counselors should seek training. It is important that they have a full understanding of their responsibilities and also of the 
recommended practices for quality counseling. The presentation “The Essentials of Merit Badge Counseling” has been designed for this 
purpose and covers the following topics:

Merit badge program role and benefits

Merit badge counselor qualifications How to become a counselor

The merit badge counseling process Merit badge requirements

Effective counseling Group instruction and camp settings

advancement_presentations.aspx.

Another resource is the Guide for Merit Badge Counseling,
GuideforMeritBadgeCounselors/MBCounselorGuide.aspx.

Processing This Application
Merit badge counselors must register as adult Scouters and be approved by the council advancement committee for each merit badge 

to associate with a particular unit but are encouraged to serve any Scout from any unit. 

Special Qualifications and Guidelines for Merit Badge Counselors
A number of merit badges involve activities that are restricted or require certification or special training for those supervising these 
activities. See the Guide to Advancement

 BSA Guide to Safe Scouting has specific 

sufficient depth of knowledge and experience to understand how to safely present the material.

Instructions to Counselors

buddy requirement is mandatory. 

fulfilled all the requirements. If, for example, a requirement uses words like “show,” “demonstrate,” or “discuss,” then every Scout 
must individually do so. It is unacceptable to award badges on the basis of Scouts sitting in classrooms and watching demonstrations 
or remaining silent during discussions.

Boy Scout Requirements book lists the official requirements in 

effect when he started unless the BSA’s National Council places a specific timeline on the implementation of new requirements.

 


